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The Soviet leaders on 21 
June took advantage of the pub- 
lic rally marking the 20th an- 
niversary of the German inva- 
sion to blame the Western de- 
mocracies for encouraging Hitler 
and to draw parallels with the 
current situation in Germany. 
Khrushchev's speech and an ad- 
dress by Marshal Malinovsky 
were generally anti-Western in 
tone and stressed that the USSR 
had the military capability to 
meet any Western challenge 
which might grow out of the sit- 
uation in Germany and Berlin. 

Khrushchev added that if 
the "imperialist powers" con- 
tinued to increase defense ex- 
penditures and the size of their 
armed forces, the USSR would 
be confronted -with the neces- 
sity of increasing "allotments 
for armaments" and, "if need 
be," of increasing the "numer- 
ical strength of our armed 
forces." 

In his "report" of 15 June 
on his meeting with the Presi- 
dent in Vienna, Khrushchev made 
t,o effort to represent the talks 
as more than a "worthwhile and 
necessary" first step. However, 
he defended such high-level 
diplomacy as "essential" under 
modern conditions because con- 
troversial questions cannot be 
solved through normal diplomatic 
means; such questions "urgently 
demand a meeting of heads of 
government." He indicated that 
the Soviets had had no great 
expectations, but that a frank 
exchange of positions on major 
issues was in itself quite im- 
portant. He sought to convey 
the impression that the talks 



had been at least partially su< 
ccssful by claiming that "I ha-, 
the impression that President 
Kennedy understands the great 
responsibility that lies with 
the governments of two such 
powerful states," and that thi> 
awareness gave rise to hopes 
that international disputes 
could be solved. 

Khrushchev implied that 
in general there were still 
major obstacles to an accommo- 
dation between the US and USSR. 
As a specific example he ac- 
knowledged that a different 
interpretation of peaceful co- 
existence had emerged from the 
talks. His discussion of the 
historical process of social 
revolution and his allegation 
of US interference in the in- 
ternal affairs of other coun- 
tries appeared designed to re- 
spond to those parts of the 
President's report on the Vienna 
meeting which dealt with the 
international Communist movement. 

Berli n 

The most significant as- 
pect of Khrushchev's report 
was the emphasis on his determi- 
nation to carry through with 
his announced policy on Berlin 
and Germany. He has commil'.ed 
himself publicly for the first 
time to take unilateral action 
and to sign a separate peace 
treaty if there is no East-West 
agreement before the end of 1 
1961. He declared on 21 June 
that the USSR would sign a peace 
treaty with East Germany "at 
the end of this year." Pre- 
viously Khrushchev had made his >• 
timetable clear only in private 
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